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SUMMARY  OF  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  LANDMARKS 


A  description  of  each  numbered  Landmark,  noted  on 
the  reference  map  on  the  opposite  page,  is  posted 
at  the  Landmark  locations  in  the  form  of  a  black 
and  white  poster.  A  summary  of  the  descriptions 
follows : 

I.  121  St.  Paul  Street — The  160-year  history  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Bellefonte  at  the  site  of  the  present 
church. 

II.  121  St.  Paul  Street — Brief  biographical 
sketches  of  members  of  the  church's 
congregation  who  made  significant 
contributions  to  local,  state  and  national 
history. 

III.  215  W.  High  Street— Site  of  the  former 
barbershop  of  William  H.  Mills  (1871-1931) 
and  location  of  a  State  Historical  Marker 
noting  Mills'  accomplishments  and  those  of 
his  son  and  grandsons:    The  Mills  Brothers. 

IV.  220  1/2  W.  High  Street — Bush  Arcade,  where 
social  events  of  the  black  community  were 
held  for  80  years. 

V.  124-126  1/2  W.  High  Street — Former  Hood's 
Pool  Hall  and  former  Plaza  Theatre,  where 
interesting  happenings  involving  The  Mills 
Brothers  occurred. 

VI.  On  the  Diamond,  oormr  of  Allegheny  and  High 
streets — Brief  history  of  the  significant 
role  Bellefonte  played  in  the  Underground 
Railroad's  history. 

VII.  131  S.  Allegheny  Street — Site  of  the  former 
Reynolds  Hall,  where  in  1872  the  great  black 
abolitionist,  Frederick  A.  Douglass,  spoke. 


VIII.  116  E.  High  Street — Former  Garman  Opera 
House,  where  in  1921  "Shuffle  Along,"  a 
black  musical  comedy,  played.  It  was 
reviewed  by  Belief onte-native  James  A. 
Jackson,  first  black  editor  of  Billboard 
Magazine. 

IX.  216-18  E.  High  Street — former  "Colored 
School,"  which  served  the  communities  black 
children  (1870-85). 

X.  201  E.  High  Street — An  apartment  in  this 
building  was  the  residence  of  three 
generations  of  Mills  (1807-80). 

XI.  The  Diamond,  NE  corner  of  Allegheny  and  High 
streets — Soldiers*  and  Sailors'  War 
Memorial,  which  lists  the  names  of  23  Centre 
County  black  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
Civil  War. 

XII.  E.  Howard  Street—West  end  of  Union 
Cemetary,  location  of  unmarked  graves  of 
Civil  War  veterans  who  fought  in  the  U.S. 
Colored  Troops,  and  the  Mills  Family  plot. 

XIII.  Corner  of  N.  Allegheny  and  W.  Linn  streets — 
Site  of  the  former  "Old  Stone  School,"  where 
black  children  attended  classes  with  white 
students  after  the  school  board  in  1885 
desegrated  its  schools. 

#  Historical  displays  depicting  Bellefonte*s 
200  years  of  history,  including  African 
American  memorabilia,  can  be  seen  in  the 
building  at  W.  Bishop  and  S.  Spring  streets, 
at  Academy  Lane. 


